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SUBJECT: STUDENTS, WORKERS AND RUMORS 

REF: (A) KADUNA 515, (B) KADUNA 513, (C) LAGOS 5130, 

(D) LAGOS 5066 

1 . SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH THERE WERE DEMONSTRATIONS 
IN IBADAN AND BENIN YESTERDAY, THE LAGOS SCENE 
WAS AGAIN MARKED MOSTLY BY RHETORIC. THE RUMOR 

MILL APPEARS MORE ACTIVE IN THE NORTH, AS REELECTED IN KADUNA’S 
REFTELS, THAN IN THE LAGOS AREA. A SENIOR MINISTRY OE LABOR 
OEFICIAL TOLD EMBOEE TTAT HE HAD NIPPED IN THE BUD' AN 
EEEORT TO STAGE A GENERAL STRIKE. THE KADUNA 
RUMORS'S THAT YAR'ADUA WAS UNDER HOUSE ARREST HAVE 
PROVED FALSE, AS REPORTED REE A, AND WE HAVE NOT 
HEARD SIMILAR RUMORS IN LAGOS. ALTHOUGH REVIEW 
OE SITUATION WOULD SUGGEST AIR OF UNEASE, THERE 
HAS BEEN NO OBVIOUS INCREASE IN SECURITY PRECAUTIONS IN 
LAGOS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. STUDENT PROBLEM CONTINUES TO BE MAINLY A WAR OF WORDS 
BUT THERE WERE SOME DEMONSTRATIONS ON MONDAY APRIL 25. 

SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN 

IBADAN APPARENTLY BOYCOTTED CLASSES AND MARCHED 
THROUGH TOWN PROTESTING THE INCREASE IN SCHOOL 
EEES. ACCORDING TO SKETCH AND TRIOUNE THERE WAS AT 
LEAST ONE INCIDENT WHERE POLICE EIRED TEARGAS 
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TO DISPERSE 'THE ORDERLY STUDENTS' AND SOME 

STUDENTS WERE ALSO ARRESTED. TRIBUNE REPORTED 

THAT IN ANOTHER INCIDENT POLICE ATTEMPTED TO 

ARREST STUDENTS BUT WERE STOPPED BY 

ONLOOKERS WHO VOLUNTEERED TO GO WITH POLICE IN PLACE 

OE THE INNOCENT' STUDENTS. THERE WERE ALSO REPORTS 

THAT STUDENTS AT TTE UNIVERSITY OE BENIN BURIED MOCK COFEINS 

IN HONOR OE STUDENTS KILLED EARLIER. REPORTS HAVE ALSO APPEARED 

THAT BAYERO UNIVERSITY IN KANO AND THE UNIVERSITIES 

IN MAIDUGURIA AND NSUKKA HAD BEEN CLOSED. 

3. THE LAOS SCENE CONTINUES TO BE MARKED WITH 
RHETORIC. NATIONAL UNION OF NIGERIAN STUDENTS 
(NUNS) PRESIDENT SEGUN OKEOWO EILED TWO COURT 
SUITS YESTERDAY. ONE SUIT SEEKS AN INJUNCTION 
AGAINST THE INCREASE IN BOARD AND LODGING EEE, 

INCLUDING A DECISION THAT THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITITES 
COMMISSION (NUC) WAS NOT COMPETENT TO INCREASE 
THE EEES. THE OTHER SUIT SEEKS TO OVERTURN THE 
BANNING OE NUNS AS ILLEGAL AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

4. COL. AHAMDU ALI, COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION, 

DEEENDED HIS POSITION YESTERDAY SAYING THAT HE 
HAD ESTABLISHED A DIALOGUE WITH NUNS IN ADVANCE 
TO DISCUSS THE INCREASED FEES. HE NOTED A LIVE 
HOUR MEETING HE HAD HELD FART TER THIS YEAR WITH 
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NUNS LEADERSHIP IN MAIDUGURI AND THAT IN MARCH 
YAR'ADUA HAD ALSO MET FOR THREE AND ON-HALF 
HOURS WITH NUNS LEADERS TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM. 

HE CONCLUDED, "IN SPITE OF ALL THE DIALOGUE THE 
NUNS LEADERSHIP WAS...BENT ON CONPRONTATION...I 
WARNED THEM TO DESIST FROM THAT PATH, SINCE THEY 
WILL BE THE LOSER." 

5. THE CABINET OFEICE ALSO SENT A LETTER TO 
OKEOWO, ASKING HIM TO WITHDRAW EROM EURTHER 
PARTICIPATION INTHE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY SINCE 
THE ORGANIZATION WHICH HE REPRESENTS HAS BEEN 
BANNED. 

6. THE RUMOR MILL APPEARS TO BE WORKING OVERTIME, 

AS R ELECTED IN KADUNA'S REETELS. PARENTS IN 
ILORIN YESTERDAY REPORTEDLY BESIEGED THE SCHOOLS 
TO TAKE THEIR CHILDREN OUT BECAUSE OE A RUMOR 
THAT POLICE AND SOLDIERS WERE CONFRONTING STUDENTS 
IN SOME SCHOOLS. 

7. REELECTING THE GERNEAL PROBLEMS DISCUSSED 
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IN EMBASSY'S REF D, BOTH THE DAILY TIMES AND THE 
NEW NIGERIAN PUBLISHED EDITORIALS APRIL 25 EXPRESSING 
CONCERN OVER THE PROBLEM OE DISTRIBUTION OF 
BASIC NECESSITIES IN NIGERIA. NEITHER PAPER 
EXPRESSED MUCH OPTIMISM OVER THE ABILITY OF THE 
NIGERIA NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANY TO DEAL WITH 
THE PROBLEMS OE THE DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. 

8. SENIOR MINISTRY OF LABOR OFFICIAL ALSO TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT ON MONDAY HE HAD "NIPPED IN THE BUD" 
EFFORTS TO STAGE A GEMNRAL STRIKE OVER ISSUE 

OF INCREASED SCHOOL FEES. HE SAID CONTACTS WITH 
TRADE UNION LEADERS REFLECTED A CONCERN OVER 
MANY ECONOMIC MEASURES WHICH AFFECTED THE COMMON 
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MAN AND THAT THE SCHOOL FEES ISSUE HAD BEEN THE 
LAST STRAW FOR MANY. IN A LENGTHY DISCUSSION OF 
THE CURRENT SITUATION HE SAID HE FELT THAT IF A 
GENERAL STRIKE COULD BE AVOIDED THE SITUATION 
WOULD REMAIN UNDER CONTROL. 

9. IN TWO SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS OVER THE WEEKEND 
THE DEFENSE ATTACHE WAS TOLD THAT SOUTHERNERS, 
ESPECIALLY YORUBAS, WERE LEAVING THE SOKOTO AREA 
BECAUSE OF INCREASED FEARS DUE TO SHARIA CONTROVERSY. 

10. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH REVIEW OF CURRENT SITUA- 
TION SUGGESTS GENERAL AIR OF UNEASE AND RUMORS, 

THERE HAS BEEN NO OBVIOUS INCREASEIN SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS IN LAGOS. CONVERSATION WITH MINISTRY 
OF LABOR OFFICIAL WHO HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH 
DODAN BARRACKS YESTERDAY SUGGESTS THAT GOVERNMENT 
IS DEALING WITH ISSUES ON A PIECEMENAL BASIS. 

AS REPORTED BY KADUNA'S REF A, RUMOR THAT 
YAR'ADUA WAS UNDER HOUSE ARREST IS FALSE BASED 
ON PUBLIC APPEARANCES IN IBADAN YESTERDAY REPORTED 
BOTH ON TELEVISION AND IN THE PRESS. WE HAVE HEARD 
NO RUMORS OF ARMS SMUGGLING OR A "GOWON 
CONNECTION.' 

WYMAN 
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